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Ethos

Ethos Historical and geographical skills are current taught through a themed
approach. This allows children to encounter and develop the skills required within a
clear and meaningful context. Currently, topic lessons (or thematic approach
lessons – as staff may refer to them) include history, geography and science in KS1
and history and geography in KS2.

History
At Shoreditch Park Primary School we aim to produce a high-quality history
education that will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of
Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We aim to inspire pupils’ curiosity to know
more about the past. We want our children to ask perceptive questions, think
critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.
Pupils will understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own
identity and the challenges of their time.

Geography
At Shoreditch Park Primary School we aim to produce a high-quality geography
education that inspires pupils’ curiosity and fascination about the world and its
people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. At Whitmore we aim to
challenge children’s stereotypes about countries across the world. We want our
children to identify how countries develop a rich economy and to identify global
trends. Our topics encourage children to learn about countries of their origin and
culture. Teaching equips pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people,
resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress,
their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of
the formation and use of landscapes and environments.

Targets

The 2014 National Curriculum highlighted the importance of historical and
geographical skills alongside knowledge. Due to this Shoreditch Park Primary School
follows a target based curriculum. Each target embodies an important skill that
develops critical thinking. Teachers plan to cover these targets within every topic
they do. They are progressed throughout each key stage.

Targets develop critical thinking skills

KS1 National Curriculum Aims
History

Geography

changes within living memory. Where
appropriate, these should be used to
reveal aspects of change in national life

Locational knowledge

events beyond living memory that are
significant nationally or globally [for
example, the Great Fire of London, the
first aeroplane flight or events
commemorated through festivals or
anniversaries]

name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

the lives of significant individuals in the
past who have contributed to national
and international achievements. Some
should be used to compare aspects of
life in different periods [for example,
Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria,
Christopher Columbus and Neil
Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim
Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder
and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily
Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence
Nightingale and Edith Cavell]

name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United
Kingdom and its surrounding seas

significant historical events, people and
places in their own locality

Place knowledge

understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical
geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting nonEuropean country
Human and physical geography
identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and
cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff,
coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key human features, including: city, town, village,
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
Geographical skills and fieldwork
use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as
the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage
use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional
language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and
routes on a map
use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and
physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its
grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment

KS2 National Curriculum Aims

History

Geography

changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the
Iron Age

Locational knowledge

the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and
major cities

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots

name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human
and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and landuse patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the
Confessor

identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere,
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones
(including day and night)

a local history study of one of the topics above

Place knowledge

a study of an aspect or theme in British history
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge
beyond 1066

understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a
region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

the achievements of the earliest civilizations –
an overview of where and when the first
civilizations appeared and a depth study of
one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of
Ancient China

Human and physical geography

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and
achievements and their influence on the
western world

describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

a non-European society that provides
contrasts with British history – one study
chosen from: early Islamic civilization,
including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan
civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD
900-1300.

describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied

use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world

use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

KS1 and KS2 curriculum coverage

Medium term planning

•

Complete MTPs one week prior to you teaching the topic and save in ‘Topic
2018-2019’.

•

All MTPs to include the following:
o
o
o
o

Enquiring Ebony (lesson 1) – please ensure boxes are ordered from the Islington
Education Library service in advance for this lesson
Long writes (to take place weekly and diagnostically marked in KS2)– see thematic
writing approaches for long write genres
Assessment lesson
Rights Respecting focus

Topic Writing long writes

Coverage
• Within your curriculum block you have 3-4 weeks of topic lessons
• Long writes should be completed on a weekly basis during the double lesson
(with the other single lesson being evidenced using an evidence page and
children responding in green pen to the traffic light questioning)
• Long writes will consist of elements of the following to ensure that children are
able to write for a sustained period of time:
-Partner talk for writing
-Deconstruction of the genre
-Shared writing
-Modelling
-Understanding and use of key vocabulary
-Assessment (self and peer)
-Resources to support writing
• The curriculum blocking ensures at least 3-4 long writes are produced every
term
• Each session will be differentiated to ensure that children are supported and
extended where necessary using a differentiated success criteria.
• The structure of a topic writing lesson:
Collection
of
information
to support
writing –
This may
take place
outside of
the writing
lesson

5 min
review or
previous
work
writing
(after first
week in
autumn
1)

10 mins
looking at
existing
examples

10 mins
shared
writing

5 minutes
success
criteria
and
targets
from
previous
writing

45
minutes
writing

10 mins
review
and edit
work
against
the
success
criteria

These are approximate times and may vary slightly according to the needs of the
class.
Productivity
The following is guidance and it is fair to take into account the size of children’s
handwriting and the size of lines in the books. Within a summer term long writing task
we are aiming for most children to achieve:
• Year 3/ 4- 1- 2 pages and using paragraphs
• Year 5/ 6- 2- 3 pages and using paragraphs

NB. Children identified in pupil progress reviews as making less than expected
progress/ SEND may not reach these expectations. However, there is the ambition
that all children are working towards these.
Presentation, marking and feedback
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

All books should be marked daily against the success criteria.
Teachers use the generic marking key.
Long writing tasks should use SOLO verbs to inform questioning through red
pen personalised comments. This may also be done through the use of
feedback stickers, where appropriate. Year 2 can use feedback stickers as it
may not yet be appropriate to expect children to read and respond to
personalised comments.
Redrafting is marked either against the redrafting key or with personalised
feedback linked to the success criteria.
Teacher handwriting is in line with end of year expectations for their class.
Children awarded ‘pen licences’ join fluently and with the correct joins. All
other children write in sharp pencil.
Books are covered in tacky back.
. Success criteria, worksheets and stickers are stuck in neatly on the lines.
History and geography targets to be displayed in books (front and back
inside covers)

Displays

-

Targets are displayed
Key questions are displayed
Engaging visual aspect (see Islington Library Service for resources)
Children’s work is a part of the display
Enquiry Ebony questions/challenges
Arrows informing the progress of learning throughout a topic taught

Monitoring forms

Topic book monitoring takes place once per Topic taught and the Topic lead will
assess the books against the following statements:
Have previous targets been met?
Yes
No
Partially
Comments
Shoreditch Park Standards and Expectations
Is planning saved on the T - Drive?
Does productivity in books fall in‐line with whole school expectations for year group?
Are books marked daily against the SC?
Are all GPQ responded to?
Is book presentation of a high standard and in line with the presentation policy?
Is progression across a unit clear within books?
Is the LO a consistent size?
Are History and Geography targets displayed in the front and back of books?
Are TKC children making progress towards end of year outcomes?
Where element is not met please give guidance:
Curriculum Coverage
Can progression be seen across a unit?
How is differentiation visible within books?
Marking and Response Work
KS2 only - Is diagnostic marking evident for long writes and does it progress learning
by referring to learning objectives?
Are children responding to evidence pages and long writes in green pen
consistently?
Are all children making sufficient progress towards the end of year expectations?
Currently books are evaluated as:
Working towards the SPPS:
Working at the SPPS
Working at the SPPS, with elements above:
Working above the SPPS:
Next steps:

Assessment

History and Geography end of unit assessment
At the end of each unit taught, children must complete an assessment which is to
be marked and put in their assessment folders.
Assessments should be made using the template below (Topic 2018-2019):

Target tracker statements
All teachers should ensure the target tracker statements for their year group are
stuck at the front and back of all Topic books. The targets should be used to inform
planning, teaching and assessment and termly Target Tracker updates.
The targets can be found in Topic 2018-2019 – TT statements.

Please see the SPPS diary for when history and geography assessments need to be
updated on target tracker. The end of unit assessments, along with the highlighted
and dated statements in books should be used to inform your judgement.

Trips

List of possible trips to consider:
Name
Hackn
ey
Museu
m

Location
Hackney Museum
Ground Floor
Technology And Learning Centre
1 Reading Lane
E8 1GQ
Best way to get there:

What it can be used for
Free
Workshops are always
changing however there is
always one with an enquiry
based activity where you
learn about Hackney.
No matter what Topic you
are doing this is a great
way to meet the enquiry
demands of the curriculum.
Constant exhibition also
supports source work but
mean you and your
partner teacher would
need to plan in more detail
what activities you will do.
See below:
Discover the stories of some of
the amazing people that have
made their homes here over the
last 1,000 years, from AngloSaxon settlers to early Victorian
villas and recent refugees.
Hackney's tradition of welcoming
newcomers means that its history
encompasses the world-wide
roots of many communities. The
displays reveal this diverse and
changing history through
fascinating interviews, objects
and images.

Geoffr
ey
Museu
m

136 Kingsland Road, London E2 8EA
Best way to get there:

Free
Generally have exhibitions
linked to Victorians.
I have also seen local links
like ’Homelessness today’
which would be great for a
project for PSCHE or SMSC.
This type of trip would need
more teacher planning to
think about what activities
you can do during the

Cambridge Heath Road, London E2 9PA
V&A
museu
m of
childh
ood

Museu
m of
Londo
n

Museum of London
150 London Wall
Barbican
Greater London
EC2Y 5HN

Museu
m of
Dockl
ands

British
Museu
m

British Museum
Great Russell Street
Russell Square
Greater London
WC1B 3DG

museum to make it
purposeful.
Free
Doesn’t explicitly link to
topics
I would check the site to
see current exhibitions.

Free
Some of their collections
are linked to topics.
This will need planning from
teachers to make
interesting ad meaningful.
Workshops in :
Archaeology
Tudor explorer
Design a history app
Enter a Victorian
photograph
Evacuation
Gateway to this world
(drama, writing)
Hands on Romans
Stone age to Iron age
(past detectives)
Vikings
Romans in the city
AND MORE
Free
Go for an art guide
workshop as opposed to a
regular sources based one.
These will keep children
engaged whilst meeting
targets,
There are collections for
each ancient civilization
topic along with British
history topics.

Petrie
Museu
m of
Egypti
an
Archa
eolog
y

Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology
Gower Street
Bloomsbury
Greater London
WC1E 6BT

Free
Comes with a
downloadable teaching
pack
Tues and Wed 10 - 12

British
Library

St Pancras
The British Library
96 Euston Road
London
NW1 2DB

Free
They have a research
workshop – history
They also have a map
workshop – Geo
Alongside primary sources.

Clissol
d Park

The
Globe
theatr
e

Free
Great to cover the
fieldwork target they have
a workshop that has
recommendations from
other year groups.

Globe Theatre, 21 New Globe
Walk, Bankside, London –

Admission required
Ideal for Elizabethan topic
or a study of historical
culture in Britain. Lots of
opportunities with Literacy
depending on POR book.

see www.londondrum.com/events
Horniman Museum and Gardens, 100 London
Horni
Road, Forest Hill, London, SE23 3PQ
man
museu
m and
Garde
ns

Some costs required
Ancient Egypt
Masks
Art opportunities
Music opportunities
Rainforest animals

Natio
nal art
Galler
y

The National Gallery
Trafalgar Square, London WC2N 5DN

Free
Opportunities to see
different interpretations of
famous figures, primary
and secondary sources.
They have specific
educators who can run
workshops on paintings you
request which are very
engaging.

Comi
c
book
museu
m

The Cartoon Museum
35 Little Russell Street
London
WC1A 2HH
0207 580 8155

Some costs required
WW1 workshops – y6
Or anyone to book for
SMSC remembrance day

Tower
of
Londo
n

The Tower of London
London, England
EC3N 4AB

Admission required
Links to Y3 topic – influential
Monarchs
For teachers –
Sessions for CPD
Workshops
There are also games to do
in ICT
http://www.hrp.org.uk/tolk
eystagetwo
For families –
http://www.hrp.org.uk/Tow
erOfLondon/families/whats
-on-for-families

Hamp
ton
Court
Palac
e

The
Golde
n
Hinde
The
Medie
val
Banqu
et

East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9AU

Admission required
Links to Y3 topic – influential
Monarchs

Links to Y3 topic – influential
Monarchs

Golden Hinde Trust
Units 1 & 2 Pickfords Wharf
Clink Street
London SE1 9DG

Links to Y3 topic – influential
Monarchs
Elizabethan
Francis Drake
For teachers – Workshops
at tours require a cost
http://www.goldenhinde.c
om/learning-programmes/

The
Victori
a and
Albert
Museu
m

Cromwell Road, London SW7 2RL

Links to Y3 topic – influential
Monarchs, Queen Victoria
For families –
http://www.vam.ac.uk/pa
ge/f/family-art-funcalendar/
For teachers –
http://www.vam.ac.uk/pa
ge/p/primary-schools/

