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16.7.20 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family well.  This has been an exceptional year and we would like to 
thank you for your on-going support in dealing with the unprecedented challenges that the global 
pandemic has presented.   We are writing to you to share information around Shoreditch Park Primary 
School’s full opening in September and to update you on the on-going Britannia Project. 
 
Shoreditch Park Primary School Opening Plans for September 2020 
 
Following the guidance released by the DFE around school’s full opening in September, we will be opening 
for all year groups in September 2020.  Please see the link below to access this information.  
 
Guidance for full opening: schools - GOV.UK 
 
We have updated our current risk assessment in line with the new guidance and will continue to work 
closely with education unions, the local authority, staff groups and governors to do this.    
This guidance advises schools to minimise the number of contacts both children and staff have during a 
school day, whilst still offering a full curriculum offer and managing the practical logistics of the school. 
Therefore Shoreditch Park Primary School will be implementing Year Group ‘bubbles’ for the Autumn term.  
Children will be taught in classes of a maximum of 30 children but groupings across a year group can take 
place.  This will ensure that children can still access streamed groupings (Read Write Inc. programme, for 
example) within their year group whilst ensuring that we are taking appropriate and reasonable steps to 
limit interactions.  
 
In addition to the above, we will be ensuring that we are fully implementing the advice from Public Health 
England to minimise coronavirus risks such as: 
 

● A requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

● Robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

● Enhanced cleaning arrangements 

● Active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

● Formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school 

wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination, so far as is reasonably practical. 

 
In order to facilitate all of the above from September 2020 we will be changing the school day start and end 
times so we can ensure appropriate social distancing during these busy times.  Staggering the start and end 
times will also allow for playtimes and lunchtimes to take place with minimal transactions between children 
and staff outside of year groups throughout the school day. 
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ofsted+outstanding+2013+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Yo83IYoxabi3JM&tbnid=QbEkgQQpXHQ8bM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.swindon-college.ac.uk/news/swindon-college-outstanding-ofsted-finds-remarkable-progress&ei=4Z61UZyaFMOo0QXRsoDgAQ&bvm=bv.47534661,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHYyizvPine28HgwLr1uj5HWspDtw&ust=1370943566802801
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M7vef3i63WxJEM&tbnid=NbZfNiQab9UgTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/dynamic-youth/understanding-the-award/eco-committees.htm&ei=7J-1UfL1E4aU0AXq_oHADw&bvm=bv.47534661,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHt7ydueYY1DMDtPQqCbZe9Q4-T2A&ust=1370943839146558
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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Please find the start and end times outlines below: 
 

Key Phase School Gate opens 
for ASPIRE Morning 
Soft Start 

School Gate closes End of Day 

EYFS 
(Nursery and Reception) 

8:30 8:45 3:00 

KS1 
(Years 1- 3) 

8:30 8:45 3:15 

KS2 
(Years 4-6) 

8:45 9:00 3:30 

   
 Please find term dates for the first half term below: 
 

● INSET days: Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September 

● School starts for Year 1  -  Year 6:  Monday 7th September 

● Half Term:  Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020 

 
 
Please see an update from Honey Safro, Chair of Governors, on the development of the Britannia Project 
and changes to Shoreditch Park.  
 
As this academic year draws to a close this week, I want to take this opportunity as Chair of Governors to 
reflect on what has been a very challenging year; not least with the constructions but also with Covid-19.  
 
I am proud to hear the positive feedback that our children and parent community continued to engage with 
SPPS throughout the partial school closure and I applaud you for maintaining a level of learning from home. 
I'm sure you, like myself, have a new appreciation for educators. 
 
If you have recently visited Shoreditch Park and the surrounding area, you may have noticed the increased 
construction work, this is expected to increase further over the next few months. Whilst we do not have 
control, the Governors, Senior Leadership Team and I continue to engage with the council to ensure we 
support you with a smooth transition from home learning back to school in the Autumn. We also appreciate 
that there will be a readjustment period for children during the first term and we have put measures in 
place to address this. 
 
There will be a parent briefing on the Britannia project at the start of the Autumn term and further details 
will be made available nearer the time. 
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Annie Gammon (Director of Education at Hackney Council) will be leading two parent briefings on the 
Britannia project in September.  Dates and times are shared below: 
 

Parent Audience Date Time 

Nursery and Reception Parents Wednesday 9th September  4:30 - 5:30 

Parents of children in   
Years 1-6 

Thursday 10th September  4:30 - 5:30 

 
We cannot stress strongly enough that you must be aware that we may have to make changes as the next 
weeks and months unfold due to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic and reserve the right to do so. We will 
continue to keep you informed around the Britannia project throughout the Autumn Term through the 
above meetings, the school website and letters. 
 
As always, we will endeavour to give you as much notice as possible and to continue to do our very best for 
your children and family. We appreciate that this is a lot of information and you may have more questions 
about the Autumn Term.  Therefore we have provided additional information overleaf. 
 
On behalf of the Governors and staff we wish you all a wonderful and peaceful Summer and we look 
forward to welcoming you back in the new academic year. 
 
Stay safe, stay well. 
 
Kind regards 
 

                       

 
Penny Smith                               Honey Safro  
Headteacher                              Chair of Governors  
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Shoreditch Park Information Autumn Term 2020 
 

General  
 
We have updated our detailed risk assessment to ensure that we have minimized the risk of Covid-19 
transmission. Public Health England (PHE) is clear that if schools do this, and crucially if they are also 
applying regular hand cleaning, hygiene and cleaning measures and handling potential cases of the virus as 
per the advice, then it is safe for children to return to school in September. 
 
Access and Egress Arrangements 
 
In addition to staggering the start and end times for different year groups to support social distancing we 
will be asking parents and carers to refrain from coming into the school building at the start or end of the 
school day.  We will also be requesting that only 1 parent comes to drop off or pick up their child and any 
younger siblings remain at home where possible. 
 
We have allocated different year groups different gates to access the school in order to support with social 
distancing and ensure we limit any bottlenecks at these busy points during the school day.   These are 
outlined below: 
 
 

Year Group Gate Time Gate Time 

Nursery * Gopsall Street 
Gate  

8:30 - 8:45 Gopsall Street 
Gate  

15:00 

Reception New Gate 
accessed from 
Shoreditch Park 

8:30 - 8:45 New Gate 
accessed from 
Shoreditch Park 

15:00 

Year 1 Grange Street 8:30 - 8:45 Grange Street 15:15 

Year 2 Bridport Place 8:30 - 8:45 Bridport Place 15:15 

Year 3 Bridport Place 8:30 - 8:45 Gopsall Street 15:15 

Year 4 Grange Street 8:45 - 9:00 Grange Street 15:30 

Year 5 Bridport Place 8:45 - 9:00 Bridport Place 15:30 

Year 6 Bridport Place 8:45 - 9:00 Gopsall Street 15:30 

* We will write to Nursery Parents and carers before their children’s start dates with more information 
about gates to be used for part-time children. 
 
 
 
Please reference the map overleaf for more information 
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Parents and carers will not be permitted on school site, with the exception of Nursery and Reception 
Parents, during drop off and pick up. 
 
We appreciate that the start and end of the day will feel different as we cannot have parents enter 
classrooms and need to reduce the time parents spend gathering on the playground. Therefore during the 
first two weeks you will receive an email to update on your child’s day, this will be brief to keep 
manageable, but we hope will offer some reassurances. Alongside this there will be members of the staff 
team manning all entrances that can be approached at the start and end of the school day. 
 
Breaktimes, playgrounds and lunchtime 
 
Each Year group will have an allocated playground that they will use for all their break time and lunchtime 
to minimise the amount of unnecessary contact with other year groups.   Staffing within year groups will be 
the same with minimal changes throughout the school day e.g. support staff in year 3 classrooms will also 
support during Year 3 playtimes. 
 
We have extended our lunch time over two hours and will be offering cooked food for lunch daily. 
 
Children in Nursery and Reception will have their lunchtime from 11:30 - 12:45 and will eat their lunch in 
their classrooms during this time before accessing outside play. 
 
Children in Years 1- 3 will have their lunchtime from 11:45 - 12:45 and will have an allocated time within 
our lunch hall to eat their lunch.  There will be time built in to the lunchtime rotas to ensure cleaning can 
take place before another Year Group ‘bubble’ uses the hall. 
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Children in Years 4-6 will have their lunchtime from 12:45 - 1:45 and it will run in the same way as outlined 
above. 
 
We appreciate that this means that children have a longer morning before lunch in Years 4-6 and therefore 
fruit will be provided in their classrooms that they can have as a snack mid-morning. 
 
Breakfast Club and After School Club 
 
Shoreditch Park Primary School will not be providing Breakfast Club for the first half term and will not start 
After School Club until Monday 5th October.  We apologise for any inconvenience caused by this, but feel it 
is paramount that we concentrate on the core school day in the initial few weeks of the new school term 
before turning our attention to the extended day provision. 
 
We will be writing to parents again in early September to share our risk assessment and timelines in 
relation to extended day and will continue to keep you informed of when we will be able to offer further 
extended day clubs and activities. 
 
Social Distancing within classrooms 
 
In KS2, children will be encouraged to socially distance where possible.  Younger children will not be 
expected to strictly observe social distancing.   Children will be educated in their Year group’s allocated 
classrooms as much as possible and where children are taken out into other teaching spaces for 
interventions, we will ensure cleaning is in place before another year group uses the space. 
  
We aim to strike a balance between what is possible, practicable and ensures we are all safe by: 
 

● Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 

symptoms, or who have someone in their household, who does, do not come into school   

● Cleaning hands more often than usual - washing hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running 

water and soap and drying them thoroughly and the use of alcohol hand rub or sanitiser in classes   

● Ensuring good respiratory hygiene - promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach,  cleaning 

frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach  

● Minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as 

classroom layout) and ensuring from Year 1 upwards all children have their own pencil cases. 

● Minimising the contact that children have with staff in different ‘bubbles’ and ensuring that when 

adults do need to work across Year Group ‘bubbles’ they have their own resources 

● Ensuring that when resources do need to be shared between year group ‘bubbles’ (as can be the 

case with some specialist resources in PE) these are thoroughly cleaned between use 

 
Physical Education 
 
The PE curriculum has been reviewed to ensure that contact sports are not played and where possible all 
PE lessons will take place outside. 
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Therefore we do ask parents to ensure that children have appropriate PE clothing for the cooler weather in 
the autumn term including sports shoes, tracksuit bottoms and water resistant lightweight jackets. 
 
We will not be offering swimming lessons as part of our PE curriculum in the first half of the autumn term 
but will keep this under review. 
 

Other changes to school day that families need to know: 

1.  All children must bring a full, named 1 litre water bottle each day. Fountains will not be in 

use to drink from, but children can use them to refill bottles. 

2. Children will need to wear full school uniform from the beginning of September 2020. 

3. We will endeavour to facilitate playtimes outside as much as possible therefore we ask that 

all children have appropriate outside clothing including wet weather clothes with them 

daily. 

4. There will not be any school trips planned for the first half of Autumn term. 

Attendance 
 
From September 2020 the guidance from the DFE states that the usual rules on school attendance will 
apply, including: 
 

● Parent’s duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered 

pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age; 

● School’s responsibilities to record attendance and follow up on absence 

● The availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ 

codes of conduct. 

   
 
What should parents and carers do? 
 
The DFE has produced guidance for parents and carers which you can access by clicking on the hyperlink 
below. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-
carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 
 
Please do read this guidance so you are aware of what you can do to support us from September 2020 

       

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term

