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January 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

On Monday 10th January there will be a Google Classroom Year 5 curriculum meeting at 4:30pm. Please check your email 
for the meeting link. 
 

Over the next half-term, Year 5 will be studying the following areas: 
 

Subject Information 
Topic This half-term, we have a history focus. The unit of study is ‘The Vikings’. In this unit, the children will 

learn about the Vikings, and consider the reasons why they raided and then settled in Britain. They 
will investigate the popular view of the Vikings as raiders, ruthless in their ways of obtaining wealth. 
They will study primary sources of evidence, such as accounts by monks of the raid on Lindisfarne, as 
well as archaeological finds, to understand why this interpretation of the Vikings has become so 
popular. They will examine King Alfred’s struggle and victory over the Vikings. 

Art Week This half term’s art focus is mixed media collage painting, with children having fun making this 
versatile piece of art! Throughout art week children will create collages on watercolour paper with 
scraps of painted paper, gel medium and acrylic paint. This mixed media art project will be so fun and 
easy to create. Options are endless as children choose the colours they like best to create own 
individuality and flare as well as evoke a certain mood or message. 

ASPIRE The ASPIRE focus for Spring 1 is Rights Respecting.  
The key RSHE/PSHE links are: 
L1. to recognise reasons for rules and laws; consequences of not adhering to rules and laws  
L2. to recognise there are human rights, that are there to protect everyone  
L3. about the relationship between rights and responsibilities  
L4. ways of carrying out shared responsibilities for protecting the environment in school and at 
home; how everyday choices can affect the environment (e.g. reducing, reusing, recycling; food 
choices)  
L5. about the different groups that make up their community; what living in a community means  
L6. to value the different contributions that people and groups make to the community  
L7. about diversity: what it means; the benefits of living in a diverse community; about valuing 
diversity within communities  

PE Our PE focus for this half-term will be rounders. This ‘Striking and Fielding: Rounders’ unit will teach 
the children a range of skills to equip them for playing a competitive rounders game. The children will 
learn correct techniques for different types of throws and catches, practise batting and bowling 
techniques and learn all about the roles and responsibilities of different fielding positions. In addition 
to this, they will learn how to think strategically and choose and apply a range of tactics to help them 
perform their best. 

Spanish Our Spanish unit for this half-term is: Mi Ciudad (my city)  
 

Children will be successful if they:  
• Can read and create simple sentences about places in a town.  
• Can produce with a partner a dialogue about a variety of personal information  
• Can correctly pronounce key Spanish phonic sounds 
 

Skills- children will develop the ability to:  
• Recall key phonic sounds  
• Work well with a partner  
• Combine all 4 language skills  
• Understand places in Spain Grammar and Structures  
Children will understand and be able to use:  
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• Dónde está? Está + directions  
• ¿Qué hay …….?  
• un/una; el/la 

Computing Our computing unit this half-term is : ‘We are cryptographers’ 
 

In this unit, children investigate early methods of communicating over distances, learn about two 
early ciphers, and encrypt and decrypt messages in various ciphers. In:  
● Lesson 1 they are introduced to semaphore and communicate information using it  
● Lesson 2 they are introduced to Morse code and communicate information using it  
● Lesson 3 they learn about ciphers and the Caesar cipher to crack codes  
● Lesson 4 they learn how to use frequency analysis, common words and substitution ciphers to 
crack codes  
● Lesson 5 they learn about the importance of password security  
● Lesson 6 they learn about encrypted websites and evaluate the unit of work. 

Science Our Science unit this half-term is: ‘Properties and Changes of Materials'. Children will learn about 
different materials, their uses and their properties, as well as dissolving, separating mixtures and 
irreversible changes. The children will sort and classify objects according to their properties. They will 
explore the properties of materials to find the most suitable material for different purposes. The 
children will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate the best thermal insulator to make a 
lunch box, making predictions and forming conclusions. They will have the opportunity to work in a 
hands-on way to explore dissolving, identifying the different variables in their own investigations. 
They will find out about different ways to separate mixtures of materials, using filtering, sieving and 
evaporating. Finally, they will learn about irreversible changes, and participate in two exciting 
investigations to create new materials, including casein plastic and carbon dioxide. 

English PoR We will be practising a wide range of writing skills: punctuation, spelling, and grammar. We will be 
developing knowledge and experience in writing different text types. Grammar, spelling and 
punctuation homework will be issued every week. Over this half term, children will be learning 
grammar and punctuation aims by studying a poetry book called ‘Cosmic Disco’. The children will 
write a free verse poem, as well as haiku and senryu poems. The second half of the half term will 
have a focus on instructional writing and a first person narrative based around the novel 
‘Stormbreaker’ We will continue to teach spellings through the Read Write Inc. Spellings programme. 

English DR We will be developing our reading comprehension and revising how to answer different types of 
questions- focusing on clarification, prediction and making connections with other texts. We will be 
exploring poetry and focusing on how to improve our reading skills. 

Maths In Maths this half-term, children will develop their skills further as they look to master the year 5 
curriculum. The breakdown of study is as follows: 

Week 1 -3 Multiplication and Division 
Week 4-6 Fractions 

Homework: 
Homework is not compulsory in England’s schools but is officially encouraged as part of the learning cycle. Homework 
is set via Google Classroom every Friday and due the following Thursday. 

Reading  Children should read at home with an adult for at least 30 minutes every day.  
Grammar and 
punctuation 

IXL English/Grammar and punctuation work will be set on Google Classroom weekly.  

Spelling Spellings will be set on Google Classroom weekly. Please help your child to learn their weekly 
spellings. 

Maths IXL maths and times table. 
 

Please ensure that your child has their PE kit at school on the following days: 
Tan class   (Mr Dent) Monday                        Dahl class (Ms Bunbury) – Thursday 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Year 5 Team 


