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October 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you for all your support this half term. There have been many changes since coming back in 
September and the children have been making great progress in physical activities as well as telling stories. 
Thank you for talking to them about their day and praising them for their efforts in their new nursery class.   
 
What are we learning this term?  
Our topic in Autumn 2 is “Nursery Rhymes and Magical Creatures”. We are exploring this theme through 
the following books: ‘Not now, Bernard’, ‘Magical Porridge Pot’, ‘Creepy Monsters, sleepy monsters’, 
‘Cinderella’, ‘Meg and Mog’, ‘Elmer’, ‘Gingerbread man’ and ‘Nursery Rhymes’. For our roleplay areas we 
have a magical castle. 
 
Every day you can support your child’s learning by talking to them about what they have being doing at 
school and what they see on the way to Nursery. Below is a list of strategies that can support the children 
to make progress. 
 

What are the children are learning? How can you help? 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
Being aware of own feelings and how actions and 
words can hurt others’ feelings 

When reading, ask your child how the characters are 
feeling and why?  
 

Asking about how they are feeling and explaining new 
vocabulary to describe emotions e.g. excited, worried, 
nervous, proud, relieved, and frustrated. 

Communication, Language & Literacy 
Learning vocabulary related to ‘Families and 
Communities’ 
 
Asking and answering questions e.g. ‘why’ and ‘how’ 
questions. 
 
Who? What? Where? Why? When? Questions… 

Build vocabulary by giving choices, e.g. ‘Would you 
like an apple or satsuma?’ 
 

When children are more confident speaking in 
sentences ask open questions such as why or how?  
 

Read with your child and extend their sentences e.g. 
“Daddy’s book”, say “This is Daddy’s big book.” 
“It’s raining” say, “Yes, there are big heavy raindrops 
splashing on the ground” 
Reading Morning. 

Problem Solving, Numeracy & Reasoning  
Counting to 10 and beyond.  
 
Using vocabulary such as more, less, fewer, smallest 
and biggest.  
 
Using vocabulary associated to size.  

Use shape and size language e.g. round, straight, 
medium sized, when building towers or models. Can 
they sort them from tallest to shortest?  
When sharing out items ask who has the most? Who 
has the least? 
 

Encourage your child to sing the numeracy songs they 
have been learning, asking is that more or less? Are 
we adding or taking-away? 
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Counting to 10 with your child through songs such as 
1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive etc.  

Knowledge & Understanding of the World 
Showing interest in different occupations and ways 
of life. 
  

Talking about some of the similarities and 
differences in relation to friends or family and what 
makes us unique.  

Talk to your child about people in your family and look 
at photos together.  
 

Encourage them to take an interest in different 
occupations and people who help us.  
 

Physical Development  
Holding a pencil in a tripod grip and forming  
letters from their name or simple shapes (circles or 
lines)  
 
Being able to run safely in outdoor areas.  

Support your child in throwing and catching a ball and 
in regular exercise.  
 

Show your child how to hold a pen and pencil and to 
recognise letters from their name.  
 

Come in to our Pencil Skills morning on Thursday 
Mornings. 

Expressive Arts and Design  
 
Exploring colour and how colours can be changed. 
 
 
Describing the texture and taste of things. 
 
 
Learning to sing nursery rhymes, action songs and 
popular music. 

Point out different colours you can see and ask about 
differences they can see in colour. Ask what will 
happen if we add…?  
 

Explore textures with their fingers, side of cheeks or 
back of hands and introduce words such as “prickly” 
“bumpy” to describe texture.   
 

Model short clapping rhythms to your child and let 
them repeat it back to you.  
 

Listen to a variety of music with your child.  

 
Nursery online 
Pictures and videos are regularly put online. Go to Shoreditch Park’s website to see more. Pictures from our 
Share a Story mornings and Pencil Skills mornings will be on the website soon. Activities that the children 
engage with are also shared. We update regularly so please have a look! 

Role-play area: 
Our topic will be supported by a Magical Castle. This will provide children with a great opportunity to 
investigate their creative side, role playing witches and monsters. 
 
Clothes and labelling 
Please ensure that all your children’s clothes are labelled with their name. They 
need a full change of clothes with their name clearly marked on each item in 
case of accidents.  
In Nursery and Reception the children are encouraged to learn through outdoor 
play all year round. If you have a raincoat please bring it in to leave at school so 
they can play when it is wet.  
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Zipping up coats! 
At home, try and encourage your child to put their coats on independently as well as let them try and zip it 
up. We will be building on this throughout the half term.  
Items needed 
If possible, can you bring in any items which might link to our topic. 
 

In Nursery we are going to be doing a lot of junk modelling, so if possible could you bring in old milk cartons 
(rinsed out), egg cartons, kitchen roll, bottles, cereal cartons etc. 
 

We are in need of large boxes, which children would be able to sit in for our new topic, as we will be 
making a boat for row, row, row your boat.  
 

If you have any old children’s clothes they will be gratefully accepted by the nursery. Such as leggings, 
trousers, underwear etc. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Monday – Change story day 
Tuesday - 8.45 am - 9 am – Share a Story Mornings. 
Thursday – 8.45 am – 9.05 am – fine motor skills mornings. 
Fridays - Book Collection 
 
Trips 
On 11th December Nursery will be going to the Little Angels Theatre in Angel to watch the show ‘Me’. This 
will be an exciting trip, appropriate for their age group. It will also be their first trip outside of school, so all 
parents are welcome to join on our travels. We have restrictions on ticket numbers, allowing 10 parents to 
attend. Letters will be provided in the first week of term. It will cost £6 per child, which can be paid via the 
parent pay app. 
 
Curriculum Meeting 
This half term we will be holding a curriculum meeting, where the activities and our areas of the curriculum 
will be shared to parents/carers. This is an opportunity for parents to ask questions regarding the children’s 
education. It will be held on the 30th October 3.45 – 4.15. 
 
Christmas Singing Concert! 
This half term, Nursery and Reception will be taking part in Christmas singing concert on the 6th December. 
The assembly will start at 10am. 
 
If you need any further information then do not hesitate to contact myself or Miss Erwin. If you would like 
to discuss any concerns you may have with your child then please speak with us and ask for an 
appointment. We’re looking forward to working together.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Miss Stevenson 
 


