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February 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you had a lovely half term! Thank you for all your support so far this year! 
 
What are we learning this term?  
Nature and Growing is our topic this term. Our books will include: Little Cloud, Going on a Bear Hunt, 

Jack and the Beanstalk, Walking through the Jungle, Dear Zoo, Farmer Duck. Below is a list of some of the 
things we will be learning and doing in Nursery over the next 6 weeks.  There is a list of ways that 
friends or family can help the children to make significant progress. 
 

What are the children learning? How can you help? 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
- to recognise our own feelings and to wait and 
share   
- recognise each other’s emotions and try to 
resolve problems or comfort others when upset. 
 

Encourage your child to recognise their 
own emotions and show ways they can 
calm down or change like “Self-Aware 
Samuel”.  
 
Show your child how we can recognise 
how others are feeling and how to 
make each other feel better.  

Communication, Language & Literacy 

- to follow directions and instructions  

- to make predictions or explanations  

- to show understanding of prepositions 
such as ‘under’, ‘on top’, ‘behind’ by 
carrying out an action or selecting correct 
picture. 
 

 

Give your child short instructions and 
praise for completing small tasks. e.g. 
“hang up your coat”, “Can you hang up 
your coat and find a book to read?”  
 
Play games with your children where 
you hide an item somewhere and they 
have to find it. Make sure it is under 
something or on top. Let them tell you 
they found it such as “I found it under 
the chair”.  
 
Ask your child open questions like 
“What do you think will happen if….?” 
and “Why do you think that happens?” 
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Problem Solving, Numeracy & Reasoning  

- to take an interest in shapes in the 
environment around us.  

- to count using 1:1 correspondence. 

- To begin to represent numbers. 

Using everyday objects to assist your 
child in sorting them into different 
groups. What is the same or different 
about them?  
 
Encourage your children to represent 
numbers by marking how many toys 
they have or start to write the numeral 
representation for a number. E.g 
writing the number 5.  

Knowledge & Understanding of the World 

- to show interest in the lives of people who 
are familiar to them 

- to talk about significant events in their 
own experience 

Encourage your child to talk about 
different jobs and the people you see 
working on the way to school and 
special events in your family.   

Physical Development  

- to hold a writing implement in a tripod 
position 

- to catch and kick a large ball.  

- To run safely on whole foot 

Writing is always a big focus in nursery 
so please do continue working with 
your children by encouraging them to 
write their names and initial sounds. 
The progress we have seen already is 
amazing! Encourage children with early 
writing through using paintbrushes, 
chalks, chunky felt tip pens etc. 
 
Visit local playgrounds and use the 
climbing equipment.  
 
Play ball games with your children such 
as throwing a ball or kicking it. They will 
enjoy it and it is good for their gross 
motor skills! 
 
Demonstrate how to run safely and to  
look ahead and around them when 
they are running.  

Expressive Arts and Design  

- to tap out simple rhythms  

- to move freely to music 

- to develop their favourite way of 
expression 

- To build different constructions. 
  

Share different types of music with 
your child and talk to them about 
different musical instruments. 
 
Tap our simple rhythms that your child 
can copy.  
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With your child , build different types 
of building or structures they want. You 
can use anything at home from Lego to 
blocks or even old boxes. 

Every day you can support your child’s learning by talking to them about what they have 
being learning at school, what they want to learn next and what they see on the way to 
Nursery. 

 
Role-play area:  Farm 
We will have a farm this half term.  
We would appreciate:  

- Egg cartons, yoghurt pots, small bottles with lids items for the kitchen for junk modelling to 
make different animals and props for the area. This can be brought in throughout the half 
term.   

- Newspapers 
 
Hackney City Farm Trip 
 
This half term we will be attending Hackney City Farm, a letter will be sent out with further details. 
 
Clothes 
Please write names on all belongings e.g. bags, coats, cardigans, jumpers, hats. Please ensure that 
your child has a full change of clothes with their name clearly marked on each item in case of 
accidents or getting wet. More children are now able to zip up their coat independently and are 
taking pride in doing so! Do encourage your child to put on their coats by themselves and show 
them how to use the zip at home and in Nursery.  
 
School bags 
Please make sure to check your children’s bags daily as we give out letters throughout the week. 
On Friday’s your children will take home work they have done during the week so please empty 
out their bags during the weekends.  
 
Dates for your diary 
 
Pencil Skills and Share a story morning 
Due to having sign of the week on Thursdays we have moved Share a story mornings to a Thursday 
and Pencil Skills mornings to a Wednesday. 
 
Wednesday 8.45 – 9.20am - Pencil skills morning  
Everyone is welcome for pencil skills and it’s great to see the whole family get involved. Please see 
any of the adults in Nursery if you’d like more information about supporting early writing and 
developing fine motor skills. 
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Thursday 8.45 – 9.10am - Share a story mornings 
We’ve really enjoyed the share a story and song mornings and see them as hugely valuable time 
for you to talk, listen and bond with your child and get to know the Nursery Community. Dads, 
Mums, Grandmas, Grandads, Carers- are all welcome to stay! 
 
Progress Party 
 
You are invited to come in on the 28th March for a progress party, where you will have the 
opportunity to come and look through your child’s learning journey. A breakfast buffet will be 
provided too. This will be an exciting morning to share your child’s learning and take pride in 
everything they have been up to. 
 
Fridays - Book day! 
Please read at home with your child and bring back the book each Friday so it can be changed on 
Monday. The children are choosing their own books from our book corner. Bilingual books and 
activities are also free for you at the local library.  
 
Thank you in advance. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Miss Stevenson (Class Teacher) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


